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"As it happened, Hinchliffe, towards the end of
August, contracted a severe influenza cold. He sent for
some ammoniated quinine, which he mixed with his
favourite dfink, rum and creme-de-menthe. But since
this treatment did not appear to afford him much relief,
Millington thought proper to act upon Venner's in-
structions.
" The result, as Venner had foreseen, was a violent
scene. Hmchliffe, furious at the mention of a doctor,
and considering that Millington was guilty of inter-
fering with his personal affairs, threatened to leave the
hotel at once, and took steps to do so. Venner appeared
at the critical moment, accompanied by his sister. He
probably thought that her persuasion would be mere
efficacious than his own. But very little persuasion was
actually required to induce Hinchliffe to return with
the Venners to their flat in London.
" Here the course of ammoniated quinine, taken in
rum and creme-de-menthe, was continued. But Hinch-
liffe did not recover. He was seized with the symptoms
which Oldland has described, and died on September
3rd/'
Faversham stifled a yawn. " All this is ancient his-
tory, Priestley!" he exclaimed. "I really don't see
that it helps to solve the mystery of Venner's disappear-
ance. Hinchliffe died, as you say. Oldland considered
the circumstances suspicious, and I was appointed to
carry out a post-mortem. As a result, I found that
Hinchliffe died of tetanus, the infection having almost
certainly been acquired through an injury to the hand.
Venner explained at the inquest that the injury had
been caused by a broken wing of the car he was driv-
ing when he fetched his uncle from Bindon-on-Sea."
" So 1 understand. But it is a remarkable fact that
a garage attendant tore his hand on the same wing,
"shortly afterwards, without sustaining any ill effect/'